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Nature and characteristics of teaching
Factors affecting teaching, & Maxims of teaching,

Introduction

Teaching is the process of attending to people’s needs, experiences 

and feelings, and intervening so that they learn particular things, 

and go beyond the given.

Teaching is a social process, to define it is very difficult, because the 

teaching influenced by the political and social backgrounds of the 

country. 
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Nature of teaching activities
1.Simple to complex. 

2.Known to unknown. 

3.Small to large. 

4.Concrete to abstract. 

5.Self study 

6..Whole to part. 

7.Imperical to rational 

8.Analysis to synthesis. 

9.Follow nature.



Characteristics of a good teacher

• A desire to share your love of the subject with students 

• An ability to make the material being taught stimulating and 

interesting 

• A facility for engaging with students at their level of understanding 

• A capacity to explain the material plainly 

• A commitment to encouraging independence 

• An ability to improvise and adapt to new demands



Top 10 Principles of Effective Teaching

Principle 1: Care about helping your kids to do the best that they can 

Effective teachers are passionate about helping their students to 

learn. 

They form warm and caring relationships with their students. 

However, they also set high expectations, and they demand that 

their students meet them. 



Principle 2: Understand but don’t excuse your students

Effective teachers seek to understand their students, but so do 

most teachers. 

The difference is that effective teachers still expect each of their 

students to behave and to achieve well. 

Effective teachers use their understanding to adjust their approach 

to teaching, but they did not use it to excuse misbehaviour, poor 

effort or a lack of real academic progress.



Principle 3: Be clear about what you want your students to learn

Effective teachers are clear about what they want their students to 

learn and they share this with their students. 

Everyone understands what success entails. 

Effective teachers also know where students are currently at in this 

area. 



Principle 4: Disseminate surface knowledge and promote deep 

learning

Effective teachers want their students to be able to think critically 

and to develop a deep understanding of the material being taught 

in class. 

However, they recognise developing this deep understanding 

requires sharing a foundational set of knowledge and skills. 



Principle 5: Gradually release responsibility for learning

Effective teachers do not ask their students to perform tasks that 

they have not shown their students how to do. 

Rather, they start by modelling what students need to do. 

They then ask their students to have a go themselves, while being 

available to help as needed.



Principle 6: Give your students feedback

Effective teachers give students dollops of feedback. 

This feedback tells students how they are going and gives them 

information about how they could improve. 

Without feedback, students are likely to continue holding 

misconceptions and making errors.



Principle 7: Involve students in learning from each other 

Effective teachers supplement teacher-led, individual learning, with  

activities that involve students in learning from each other. 

When done well, strategies such as cooperative learning, 

competition and peer tutoring can be quite powerful.



Principle 8: Manage your students’ behaviour

Effective teachers know that students’ behaviour can help or hinder 

how much students learn in the classroom. 

They implement strategies that nurture positive behaviour and 

minimise misbehaviour. 

They are consciously aware of what is going in the classroom.



Principle 9: Evaluate the impact you are having on your students

 Effective teachers regularly assess student progress, and they then 

use this insight to evaluate the impact they are having on their 

students.



Principle 10: Continue learning ways that you can be of even more 

help to more students

Effective teachers love learning and are always seeking to improve 

their own practices. 

They seek out evidence-based insights, and they are happy to 

challenge their existing beliefs about teaching.




